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Owing to the hostility of the Privy Council to the keeping
of Boulogne, on 10 January Surrey also sent Sir Thomas Wyatt,
the Younger, to report to the Council the details of this partial
defeat and to explain how so many men of prominence had
lost their lives. As Surrey's letter to the King has been pre-
served in the Public Record Office and his note commending
his messenger, Wyatt, to the Privy Council has found its way
into the British Museum,5 proof exists that Surrey's written
and verbal reports reached London. Nevertheless, several days
after his messengers arrived at the Court the Privy Council
wrote to Surrey:
Our right hearty commendations unto your good Lordship:
These may be to advertise you that the King's Majesty, under-
standing by such private advertisements as have come from
Boulogne (as well as otherwise), that Sir George Pollard is slain
and that his Majesty s enemies and you have encountered to-
gether, cannot but marvel very much that in so many days you
have advertised hither no part of that matter. If your success have
been good, his Majesty thinketh you should have done well to
have communicated your good luck unto his Highness, who might
(upon knowledge thereof) not only given thanks to God and re-
joiced with you, but also by his great wisdom have considered
and devised such things as might have tended to your further
success and comfort and to the increase and furtherance of youi
well doing hereafter. And, of the other side, if your chance at this
time have not been even so good as you would have wished, yet
his Majesty (who of his great clemency considereth the uncer-
tainty and unstable chance of the wars) knowing the truth might
and would perchance have resolved upon such order for the re-
dubb and supply of this loss that it was not expedient to have
deferred all this while to send advertisement. Therefore, his
Majesty hath specially commanded us to require you to advertise
without further delay the very truth and whole circumstances of
this chance, and that from henceforth, as often as any such matter
or other worthy advertisement shall grow, you shall fail not from
time to time to advertise his Majesty of the full truth thereof
accordingly.*
5 Harleian MS. No. 283, fol. 341; printed by Nott, p. 203.
6 P.SLO., Fr. Corres., VI, 94; printed by Nott, p. 196; dated by L. & P., XX,
ii, 970 & XXI, 1,49.